
Bill S-6 - Minister of Justice 
An Act to amend the Criminal Code and another Act (Serious Time for the Most 
Serious Crime Act) 

Introduced April 20, 2010 and was passed in February 2011. Royal Assent 
pendinQ. 
Bill Narrative / Descriptor: 
This Bill amends the Criminal Code with regard to the right of persons convicted 
of murder or high treason to be eligible to apply for early parole (known as faint 
hope). 

The repeal of access to the faint hope clause would mean that offenders who 
commit murder on or after the day that this legislation comes into force would no 
longer be eligible to apply for early parole after serving 15 years (and would have 
to serve at least 25 years in the case of first degree murder and up to 25 years in 
the case of second degree murder). 

The faint hope regime will, however, still apply to those offenders who are 
currently serving or awaiting sentencing for murder, or who have committed the 
offence but have not yet been charged, but the proposed legislation would make 
it more difficult for those offenders to apply under the faint hope clause by 
establishing new procedures and conditions. 

It should be noted that the bill was amended at Committee and adopted with 
amendments. (One of the amendments would require the Head of the 
Correctional Service of Canada to advise victims of the fact that the offender had 
not made an application for early parole ineligibility within the required time 
frame.) 
Explanation of any Omissions to the Questions Below: 
No detailed cost information is available because the cost impact of the 
amendments will not be apparent for approximately 15 years. 

The repeal of the Faint Hope provisions will increase the duration of offenders in 
federal custody (who would otherwise have been potentially eligible to seek 
parole at the 15 year mark); however, the cost impact of the reform will not be 
apparent for approximately 15 years. 

Given the 15 year time frame, the variables that CSC must factor into a cost 
estimate such as the Cost of Maintaining an Offender and staff salary; it is not 
possible to forecast the additional cost estimate that CSC would need as a result 
of these amendments. 

While no costs are anticipated in relation to this initiative for the next 15 years, as 
the 15 year mark approaches, additional resources will be souQht if required. 
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What are the incremental cost estimates broken down by Capital, 
Operations & Maintenance and Other categories? 

Not applicable. An explanation has been provided under the heading 
"Explanation of any Omissions to the Questions below". 

What is the baseline departmental funding requirement excluding the 
impacts of the bills and Acts, broken down by Capital, Operations and 
Maintenance and Other categories? 

Not applicable within the context referred to in the overview document. 

What are the total departmental Annual Reference Level (ARL), including all 
quasi-statutory and non-quasi-statutory items, including Capital, 
Operations and Maintenance and Other categories, including the 
incremental cost estimates? 

Not applicable. Reference is to be made to the overview document and 
comments in relation to Annual Reference Levels. 

What are the detailed cost accounting, analysis and projections, including 
assumptions, for each of the bills and Acts, conducted in accordance with 
the Treasury Board Guide to Costin~? 
As noted, no detailed cost information is available because the cost impact 
of the amendments will not be apparent for approximately 15 years. 

The repeal of the Faint Hope provisions will increase the duration of offenders in 
federal custody (who would otherwise have been potentially eligible to seek 
parole at the 15 year mark); however, the cost impact of the reform will not be 
apparent for approximately 15 years. 

Given the 15 year time frame, the variables that CSC must factor into a cost 
estimate such as the Cost of Maintaining an Offender and staff salary; it is not 
possible to forecast the additional cost estimate that CSC would need as a result 
of these amendments. 

While no costs are anticipated in relation to this initiative for the next 15 years, as 
the 15 year mark approaches, additional resources will be souqht if required. 
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