
Bill C-4 - Minister of Justice 
An Act to amend the Youth Criminal Justice Act and to make consequential and 
related amendments to other Acts, referred to as Sebastien's Law (Protecting the 
Public from Violent Young Offenders,) 

Introduced March 16, 2010. The Bill is currently before the Justice Committee 
for Study. 
Bill Narrative / Descriptor: 
The proposed amendments would: 

• make protection of society a primary goal of the legislation; 
• simplify the rules to keep violent and repeat young offenders off the streets 

while awaiting trial, when necessary to protect society; 
• require the Crown to consider seeking adult sentences for youth convicted of 

the most serious crimes - murder, attempted murder, manslaughter and 
aggravated assault. (Note that the provinces and territories will still have the 
discretion to set the age at which this requirement would apply.) The Crown 
would also be required to inform the court if they chose not to apply for an 
adult sentence; 

• enable the courts to impose more appropriate sentences on other violent and 
repeat offenders, as necessary in individual cases - to use existing sanctions 
in a way that would discourage an individual from offending again; to use a 
pattern of escalating criminal activity to seek a custodial sentence when 
necessary; to impose a custodial sentence for reckless behavior that puts the 
lives and safety of others at risk; and 

• require the courts to consider publishing the name of a violent young offender 
when necessary for the protection of society. 

Explanation of any Omissions to the Questions Below: 

No detailed cost estimates are available because any impact of the 
amendments would be on the provinCial and territorial corrections costs. 
The Bill should not result in cost impacts for the Correctional Service of 
Canada because young persons are rarely held in these facilities. 

Certain proposed changes (such as amending the YCJA principles to highlight 
protection of the public, and the definitions of violent and serious violent 
offences) may result in more, and longer, custodial sentences, or in a shift in the 
direct responsibility for some custodial care, to provinCial and territorial 
correctional institutions. There could be more and longer custodial sentences for 
youth and increased provincial/territorial corrections costs. However, it is 
difficult to predict the increase in such sentences due to the wider range of cases 
and circumstances and all the principles a judge must take into account when 
sentenCing a youth. 
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Federal Corrections Costs 
Cost estimates for future federal corrections costs are not anticipated because a 
young person is rarely held in a federal institution. 

Currently, in limited circumstances, a young person could be incarcerated in a 
federal institution; where a young person receives an adult sentence and is 
placed in a penitentiary, or where a young person with a youth sentence reaches 
adult age and is then placed in a federal institution. According to Bill C-4, no 
young person under 18 will be able to serve a sentence in an adult institution. 

Provincial and Territorial Costs and FPT Cost Sharing 

The administration of the youth system is the responsibility of the provinces and 
territories. The federal government enters into financial agreements with the 
provinces and territories to cover some youth justice costs. The 
Federal/Provincial/ Territorial financial agreements include a clause that permits 
negotiations to be reopened if changes to the legislation significantly increase 
provincial costs. 

The possibility of increased correctional costs may lead the Provinces and 
Territories to request more money from the federal government in the future. 

The current cost of youth custody, excluding capital costs, in Canada, is 
estimated at about $350 Million. The federal government currently provides 
approximately $177.3 Million per year under the Youth Justice Services Funding 
Program. The federal government also provides the provinces and territories with 
$11 Million per year under the Intensive Rehabilitative Custody and Supervision 
Program to ensure that they have the necessary specialized resources for the 
assessment and treatment of serious violent youth offenders with mental health 
issues. 

If the implementation of these amendrnents results in significant increases to the 
costs of provinces and territories and it is necessary to seek more funding in the 
context of future negotiations with the provinces and territories, the Government 
would seek additional funds at that time. 

What are the incremental cost estimates broken down by Capital, 
Operations & Maintenance and Other categories? 

Not applicable. An explanation has been provided under the heading 
"Explanation of any Omissions to the Questions below". 
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What is the baseline departmental funding requirement excluding the 
impacts of the bills and Acts, broken down by Capital, Operations and 
Maintenance and Other categories? 

The federal government currently provides approximately $177.3 Million per year 
under the Youth Justice Services Funding Program. 

The federal government also provides the provinces and territories with $11 
Million per year under the Intensive Rehabilitative Custody and Supervision 
Program to ensure that they have the necessary specialized resources for the 
assessment and treatment of serious violent youth offenders with mental health 
issues. 

What are the total departmental Annual Reference Level (ARL), including all 
quasi-statutory and non-quasi-statutory items, including Capital, 
Operations and Maintenance and Other categories, including the 
incremental cost estimates? 
Reference is to be made to the overview document and comments in relation to 
Annual Reference Levels. 

What are the detailed cost accounting, analysis and projections, including 
assumptions, for each of the bills and Acts, conducted in accordance with 
the Treasury Board Guide to Costing? 
As noted above no detailed cost estimates are available because any 
impact of the amendments would be on the provincial and territorial 
corrections costs. The Bill should not result in cost impacts for the 
Correctional Service of Canada because young persons are rarely held in 
these facilities. 

Certain proposed changes (such as amending the YCJA principles to highlight 
protection of the public, and the definitions of violent and serious violent 
offences) may result in more, and longer, custodial sentences, or in a shift in the 
direct responsibility for some custodial care, to provincial and territorial 
correctional institutions. There could be more and longer custodial sentences for 
youth and increased provincial/territorial corrections costs. However, it is 
difficult to predict the increase in such sentences due to the wider range of cases 
and circumstances and all the principles a judge must take into account when 
sentencing a youth. 

Federal Corrections Costs 
Cost estimates for future federal corrections costs are not anticipated because a 
young person is rarely held in federal institution. 

Currently, in limited circumstances, a younQ person could be incarcerated in a 
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federal institution; where a young person receives an adult sentence and is 
placed in a penitentiary, or where a young person with a youth sentence reaches 
adult age and is then placed in a federal institution. According to Bill C-4, no 
young person under 18 will be able to serve a sentence in an adult institution. 

Provincial and Territorial Costs and FPT Cost Sharing 

The administration of the youth system is the responsibility of the provinces and 
territories. The federal government enters into financial agreernents with the 
provinces and territories to cover some youth justice costs. The 
Federal!Provincial! Territorial financial agreements include a clause that permits 
negotiations to be reopened if changes to the legislation significantly increase 
provincial costs. 

The possibility of increased correctional costs may lead the Provinces and 
Territories to demand more money from the federal government in the future. 

The current cost of youth custody, excluding capital costs, in Canada, is 
estimated at about $350 Million. The federal government currently provides 
approximately $177.3 Million per year under the Youth Justice Services Funding 
Program. The federal government also provides the provinces and territories with 
$11 Million per year under the Intensive Rehabilitative Custody and Supervision 
Program to ensure that they have the necessary specialized resources for the 
assessment and treatment of serious violent youth offenders with mental health 
issues. 

If the implementation of these amendments results in significant increases to the 
costs of provinces and territories and it is necessary to seek more funding in the 
context of future negotiations with the provinces and territories or to cover 
additional federal corrections costs, the Government would seek additional funds 
at that time. 
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