
Bill C-48 - Minister of Justice 
Bill Title: An Act to amend the Criminal Code and to make consequential 
amendments to the National Defence Act (Protecting Canadians by Ending 
Sentence Discounts for Multiple Murders Act) 
Introduced on October 5, 2010. The Bill was passed on March 9, 2011. Royal 
Assent is pendinq. 
Bill Narrative / Descriptor: 

The bill amends the Criminal Code with respect to the parole inadmissibility 
period for offenders convicted of multiple murders to permit consecutive periods 
of 25 years for each offence. It would also make consequential amendments to 
the National Defence Act. 

Consecutive parole ineligibility periods for multiple murderers would not be 
mandatory under the legislation. Discretion would be given to judges to consider 
the character of the offender, the nature and circumstances of the offence, and 
any jury recommendation(s) before deciding on whether to impose consecutive 
parole ineligibility periods. Judges would, however, be required to state orally or 
in writing the basis for any decision not to impose consecutive parole ineligibility 
periods on multiple murderers. 

Explanation of any Omissions to the Questions Below: 

No detailed cost information is available because the provision is 
discretionary, applies only to multiple murderers and any impact would be 
apparent only in future years. 

While longer sentences with potentially increased costs for the Correctional 
Service of Canada (CSC) may result, it is not possible to forecast those costs at 
this time. Note that the amendments apply only to those persons convicted of 
more than one murder. The result could be that additional 25 years of parole 
ineligibility are imposed. However, this is a discretionary provision and it is not 
possible to estimate how often this would be imposed. Nor can it be assumed 
that the offender would have been released on parole after serving 25 years as 
there are a range of considerations to determine parole. 

As the proposal could lengthen the incarceration period of offenders convicted of 
multiple murders (from 25 years to 50, or 75 for example), there would be cost 
implications to the Correctional Service of Canada (CSC) due to potentially 
longer periods in custody for multiple murderers and the increased costs 
associated with older inmates. If additional resources are required by the CSC 
tied directly to this legislation, additional resources will be sought in the future. 
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What are the incremental cost estimates broken down by Capital, 
Operations & Maintenance and Other categories? 

Not applicable. An explanation has been provided under the heading 
"Explanation of any Omissions to the Questions below". 

What is the baseline departmental funding requirement excluding the 
impacts of the bills and Acts, broken down by Capital, Operations and 
Maintenance and Other categories? 

Not applicable, within the context referred to in the overview document in relation 
to Baseline funding. 

What are the total departmental Annual Reference level (ARl), including all 
quaSi-statutory and non-quasi-statutory items, including Capital, 
Operations and Maintenance and Other categories, including the 
incremental cost estimates? 

Not applicable. Reference is to be made to the overview document in relation to 
Annual Reference Levels. 

What are the detailed cost accounting, analysis and projections, including 
assumptions, for each of the bills and Acts, conducted in accordance with 
the Treasury Board Guide to Costing? 

As noted above, no detailed cost information is available because the provision is 
discretionary, applies only to multiple murderers and any impact would be 
apparent only in future years. 

While longer sentences with potentially increased costs for the Correctional 
Service of Canada (CSC) may result, it is not possible to forecast those costs at 
this time. Note that the amendments apply only to those persons convicted of 
more than one murder. The result could be that additional 25 years of parole 
ineligibility are imposed. However, this is a discretionary provision and it is not 
possible to estimate how often this would be imposed. Nor can it be assumed 
that the offender would have been released on parole after serving 25 years as 
there are a range of considerations to determine parole. 

As the proposal could lengthen the incarceration period of offenders convicted of 
multiple murders (from 25 years to 50, or 75 for example), there would be cost 
implications to the Correctional Service of Canada due to potentially longer 
periods in custody for multiple murderers and the increased costs associated 
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with older inmates. If additional resources are required by the CSC tied directly to 
this legislation, additional resources will be sought in the future. 
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