
Bill C-22 - Minister of Justice 
An Act respecting the mandatory reporting of Internet child pornography by 
persons who provide an Internet service (Protecting Children from Online Sexual 
Exploitation Act) 
Introduced in the House of Commons May 6, 2010. The bill was passed by the 
Senate on March 2, 2011. Royal Assent is pending. 
(Note: the short title was deleted at Committee) 
Bill Narrative / Descriotor: 
The Bill creates a new Act to impose reporting duties on persons who provide an 
Internet service to the public if they are advised of an Internet address where 
child pornography may be available to the public or if they have reasonable 
grounds to believe that their Internet service is being or has been used to commit 
a child pornography offence. It would be an offence to fail to comply with the 
reporting duties. 

Suppliers of Internet services would be required to: 

• report, to a designated agency, tips that they might receive regarding 
websites where child pornography may be available to the public; and, 

• notify police and safeguard evidence if they believe that a child pornography 
offence has been committed using an Internet service that they provide. 

Suppliers of Internet services would not be required to send personal subscriber 
information under this statute. The legislation is tailored to limit access to child 
pornography and avoid creating new consumers of this type of material. Nothing 
in the Act would require or authorize a person to seek out child pornography. 

Failure to comply with the duties under this proposed legislation would constitute 
an offence punishable by summary conviction with a graduated penalty scheme. 
For individuals (sole proprietorships), the maximum penalty would be a fine of 
$1,000 for a first offence; $5,000 for a second offence; and for third and 
subsequent offences $10,000 or six months imprisonment, or both. For 
corporations and other entities, maximum fines would be $10,000 for a first 
offence; $50,000 for a second offence; and $100,000 for third and subsequent 
offences. 
Exolanation of any Omissions to the Questions Below: 
No detailed cost information is available because the Office of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions cannot predict the number of prosecutions that will 
result due to this new Act. The penalties provided in the Act are fines, and, 
in some cases, a maximum 6 month sentence. As a result, the Correctional 
Service of Canada will not incur additional costs. 

The Bill would require providers of internet services to report any incident of child 
pornography on their networks, with failure to do so subject to an escalating 
series of fines and, in the case of individuals, to a maximum term of 

Page 1 of 3 



imprisonment of six months for the third and any subsequent offence. Given that 
the fine regime is the primary penalty, the financial impact of the proposed 
measures on the overall criminal justice system is anticipated to be minimal. 

Prosecution of these offences would primarily be the responsibility of the Office 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions because these offences are set out in a 
separate federal statute and not the Criminal Code. The ODPP cannot at this 
time predict the number of prosecutions and the resulting costs to it that will 
result from this legislation. The number of prosecutions is largely contingent on 
the level of resources investigative agencies dedicate to enforcement of the 
legislation. 

What are the incremental cost estimates broken down by Capital, 
Operations & Maintenance and Other categories? 

Not applicable. An explanation has been provided under the heading 
"Explanation of any Omissions to the Questions below". 

What is the baseline departmental funding requirement excluding the 
impacts of the bills and Acts, broken down by Capital, Operations and 
Maintenance and Other categories? 

Not applicable within the context referred to in the overview document. 

What are the total departmental Annual Reference Level (ARL), including all 
quasi-statutory and non-quasi-statutory items, including Capital, 
Operations and Maintenance and Other categories, including the 
incremental cost estimates? 

Not applicable. Reference is to be made to the overview document in relation to 
Annual Reference Levels. 

What are the detailed cost accounting, analysis and projections, including 
assumptions, for each of the bills and Acts, conducted in accordance with 
the Treasury Board Guide to Costing? 
As noted above, no detailed cost information is available because the Office of 
the Director of Public Prosecutions can not predict the number of prosecutions 
that will result due to this new Act. The penalties provided in the Act are fines, 
and, in some cases, a maximum 6 month sentence. As a result, the Correctional 
Service of Canada will not incur additional costs. 

The Bill would require providers of intemet services to report any incident of child 
pornography on their networks, with failure to do so subject to an escalating 
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series of fines and, in the case of individuals, to a maximum term of 
imprisonment of six months for the third and any subsequent offence. Given that 
the fine regime is the primary penalty, the financial impact of the proposed 
measures on the overall criminal justice system is anticipated to be minimal. 

Prosecution of these offences would primarily be the responsibility of the Office 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions because these offences are set out in a 
separate federal statute and not the Criminal Code. The ODPP cannot at this 
time predict the number of prosecutions and the resulting costs to it that will 
result from this legislation. The number of prosecutions is largely contingent on 
the level of resources investigative agencies dedicate to enforcement of the 
legislation. 
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