
Bill C-21 - Minister of Justice 
An Act to amend the Criminal Code (sentencing for fraud) , also known as The 
Standina Uo for Victims of White Collar Crime Act 
Introduced May 3, 2010. The Bill was passed on March 9, 2010. Royal Assent is 
oendinq. 
Bill Narrative / Descriptor: 
The offence of fraud includes securities-related frauds such as Ponzi schemes 
and accounting frauds that overstate the value of securities. It also includes mass 
marketing fraud, mortgage and real estate fraud, and many other deceptive 
practices. There are always two elements that characterize fraud - deception or 
some other form of dishonest conduct, and depriving another person of their 
property or putting their property at risk. 

Note that the current section 380 of the Criminal Code provides that the offence 
of fraud over $5000 has a maximum sentence of 14 years. Section 380.1 sets out 
aggravating factors to be considered at sentencing. 

Bill C-21 amends the Criminal Code to: 
(a) provide a mandatory minimum sentence of imprisonment for a term of two 

years for fraud with a value that exceeds one million dollars; 
(b) provide additional aggravating factors for sentencing; 
(c) create a discretionary prohibition order for offenders convicted of fraud to 

prevent them from having authority over the money or real property of 
others; 

(d) require consideration of restitution for victims of fraud; and 
(e) clarify that the sentencing court may consider community impact 

statements from a community that has been harmed by the fraud. 

Exolanation of any Omissions to the Questions Below: 

No detailed cost information is available because the financial impacts will 
be minimal. 

Given that the proposed mandatory minimum sentence of two years is similar to, 
or slightly higher than, the sentences currently being imposed by courts for fraud 
over $1 million, the financial impact, if any, for the Correctional Service of 
Canada is expected to be minimal. The mandatory minimum sentence is 
designed to ensure that sentences remain at a certain level to reflect the 
seriousness of the offence. It cannot be estimated whether the amendments will 
lead to a larger number of offenders sentenced to federal custody, given that 
sentences for large scale frauds tend to be over 2 years currently and would be 
served in federal corrections. 

If additional resources are required in the future tied directly to the 
implementation of this leaislation, the Correctional Service of Canada and the 
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Parole Board of Canada would identify and justify this need and may seek 
additional resources. 

The other provisions- the discretionary prohibition order, the requirement for the 
court to consider ordering restitution and the option to consider a community 
impact statement at sentencing do not have cost implications for the justice 
system other than potentially minimally lengthening the sentencing proceedings. 

What are the incremental cost estimates broken down by Capital, 
Operations & Maintenance and Other categories? 

Not applicable. An explanation has been provided under the heading 
"Explanation of any Omissions to the Questions below". 

What is the baseline departmental funding requirement excluding the 
impacts of the bills and Acts, broken down by Capital, Operations and 
Maintenance and Other categories? 

Not applicable within the context referred to in the overview document. 

What are the total departmental Annual Reference Level (ARL), including all 
quasi-statutory and non-quasi-statutory items, including Capital, 
Operations and Maintenance and Other categories, including the 
incremental cost estimates? 

Not applicable. Reference is to be made to the overview document and 
comments in relation to Annual Reference Levels. 

What are the detailed cost accounting, analysis and projections, including 
assumptions, for each of the bills and Acts, conducted in accordance with 
the Treasury Board Guide to Costing? 
As noted above, no detailed cost information is available because the financial 
impacts will be minimal. 

Given that the proposed mandatory minimum sentence of two years is similar to, 
or slightly higher than, the sentences currently being imposed by courts for fraud 
over $1 million, the financial impact, if any, for the Correctional Service of 
Canada is expected to be minimal. The mandatory minimum sentence is 
designed to ensure that sentences remain at a certain level to reflect the 
seriousness of the offence. It cannot be estimated whether the amendments will 
lead to a larger number of offenders sentenced to federal custody, given that 
sentences for large scale frauds tend to be over 2 years currently and would be 
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served in federal corrections. 

It was noted that if additional resources are required in the future tied directly to 
the implementation of this legislation, the Correctional Service of Canada and the 
Parole Board of Canada would identify and justify this need and may seek 
additional resources. 

The other provisions- the discretionary prohibition order, the requirement for the 
court to consider ordering restitution and the option to consider a community 
impact statement at sentencing do not have cost implications for the justice 
system other than potentially minimally lengthening the sentencing proceedings. 
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