
Bill C-16 - Minister of Justice 
An Act to amend the Criminal Code (Ending House Arrest for Property and Other 
Serious Crimes by Serious and Violent Offenders Act) 

Introduced April 22, 2010. Currently before the Justice Committee for study. 
Bill Narrative / Descriptor: 
The amendments will restrict the use of conditional sentences. 
A conditional sentence is a sentence of imprisonment that may be served in the 
community, provided several pre-conditions are met (s. 742.1). In order for the 
courts to impose a conditional sentence: 
• the offence must not be punishable by a mandatory minimum sentence; 
• the court must impose a sentence of imprisonment of less than two years; 
• the court must be satisfied that service of the sentence in the community will 

not endanger the safety of the community; 
• the court must be satisfied that a conditional sentence would be consistent 

with the fundamental purpose and principles of sentencing; 
• the offence is not: a serious personal injury offence, a terrorism offence, or a 

criminal organization offence punishable by a maximum of 10 years and 
prosecuted by indictment. 

The proposed amendments would further prohibit the use of conditional 
sentences for the offences listed below: 

• Offences for which the law prescribes a maximum sentence of 14 years or 
life. 

• Offences prosecuted by indictment and for which the law prescribes a 
maximum sentence of imprisonment of 10 years that 

»- result in bodily harm 
»- involve the import/export, trafficking and production of drugs, or 
> involve the use of weapons. 

• The following offences when prosecuted by indictment: 
»- prison breach 
»- luring a child 
>- criminal harassment 
r sexual assault 
:r kidnapping, forcible confinement 
:,- trafficking in persons - material benefit 
,. abduction 
}- theft over $5000 
> auto theft (as proposed in Bill C-26) 
> breaking and entering with intent 
>- being unlawfully in a dwelling-house 
}- arson for fraudulent purpose. 
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EXPlanation of anv Omissions to the Questions Below: 

No detailed cost information is available because cost implications to CSC 
are expected to be minimal. 

The financial impact of Bill C-16 on the Correctional Service of Canada (CSC) is 
expected to be minimal since the restricted availability of a conditional sentence 
is not expected to result in many sentences of imprisonment of two years and 
more (Le. if the conditional sentence option is not available, it is not likely that the 
offender would be sentenced to a custodial sentence of more than two years). 

Given that the maximum sentence for a conditional sentence order is 2 years 
less a day, Bill C-16 will have the greatest impact on provincial and territorial 
correctional institutions Those costs cannot be estimated at this time as 
provinces and territories have yet to assess the financial impact of Bill C-9 
(previous reforms to restrict conditional sentences). 

Provinces and territories have noted that there will be increased corrections costs 
and continue to develop a model to permit more consistency in assessing these 
costs. 

What are the incremental cost estimates broken down by Capital, 
Ooerations & Maintenance and Other cate!:lories? 
Not applicable. An explanation has been provided under the heading 
"Explanation of any Omissions to the Questions below". 

What is the baseline departmental funding requirement excluding the 
impacts of the bills and Acts, broken down by Capital, Operations and 
Maintenance and Other cateaories? 
Not applicable within the context referred to in the overview document. 

What are the total departmental Annual Reference Level (ARL), including all 
quasi-statutory and non-quasi-statutory items, including Capital, 
Operations and Maintenance and Other categories, including the 
incremental cost estimates? 
Not applicable. Reference is to be made to the overview document in relation to 
Annual Reference Levels. 

What are the detailed cost accounting, analysis and projections, including 
assumptions, for each of the bills and Acts, conducted in accordance with 
the Treasurv Board Guide to Costina? 
As noted above, no detailed cost information is available because the cost 
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implications to CSC are expected to be minimal. 

The financial impact of Bill C-16 on the Correctional Service of Canada (CSC) is 
expected to be minimal since the restricted availability of a conditional sentence 
is not expected to result in many sentences of imprisonment of two years and 
more (Le. if the conditional sentence option is not available, it is not likely that the 
offender would be sentenced to a custodial sentence of more than two years). 

Given that the maximum sentence for a conditional sentence order is 2 years 
less a day, Bill C-16 will have the greatest impact on provincial and territorial 
correctional institutions Those costs cannot be estimated at this time as 
provinces and territories have yet to assess the financial impact of Bill C-9 
(previous reforms to restrict conditional sentences). 

Provinces and territories have noted that there will be increased corrections costs 
and continue to develop a model to permit more consistency in assessing these 
costs. 
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